Shared care for high-dependency patients: mental illness, neurological disorders and terminal care--a review.
Changes in the structure of health services in the UK have increased the need to identify and formalize shared responsibilities between primary and secondary care for patients with chronic conditions. There are well-established schemes for the management of patients with some chronic diseases but very little for other high-dependency groups. This review examines the extent of systematic and shared care for some of the less well served groups: these are mental illness, neurological disorders and terminal care. Examples of good practice are highlighted.